Dear Paul, 4/29/79 

It is the kind of April day one dreams of as close in February and w arch. With Lil 
off visiting my mother I'm working outside as much as I can doing what is both necessary 
and beneficial exercise while staying where I can hear the phone. a o radio for keeping 
up with the nows, what 1 usually doix£ do when working outside. SO l've time to think, 
priming the dead lower branches from neglected pines not eequiring much thought. The 
letter I felt I had to write Lifton, j. believe the only one of the kind I've ever felt 
I had to write, kept returning to mind, as his by now stereotyped trickery (effort^, also 
did. 

Over the years I've lost much, besides time, trusting and trying to help people, 
even those with whom I disagree. One such character has a false interview in the current 
.£jpo_tlight , Carto's sheet. As good a 2apruder print as there is is gone that way. I let 
&ary have an only copy of the NO ED O swa ia fii 0 and instead of copying it and returning it 
she kept it. I could go on and on. 

There are 15-16 hours of each day I'm not abed and several times I've told Lifton 
this. Nonetheless he calls when he knows I don'lj want him to and several times has awakened 
me. While I have no trouble returning to sleep I cannot but wonder, knowing his ways, if 
he hopes to catch me unawares. 

Where I referred to his refusal to do what for him would have been simple research in 
fine library for the speetro case I really understated very much. Recently I’ve gone 
over Fill records reflecting the number of those who would not lift a finger to help and 
who were on my back on getting copies. 

I don t know how long I'll be able to pay the young woman who is going a great job. 

I do know I'm doing i ; at:asome hazard, gtssc given ray medical situation, about which I 
may know more Wednesday when I have an expert consultation. So if Lifton wants the benefit 
of the work he did so much to impede he can pay a reasonable amount for it and that will 
let me keep some help that much longer. 

If it turns Lifton off for a few more years that will merely make for a little more 
tranquility here. 

I've heard from Tony Summers, who wants my permission to use the DeSlatte records. 

I'm telling him OK. However, I'm a bit uneasy about him for several reasons. One would 
be true were it not for the others. 

% and large I tend to have questions about those who write in areas where I've done 
all or most of the work and are not in touch with me, for that as well as for other reasons. 
The ew °rleans ends is one of these areas. 

"I am not aware of the basis for it and whether or not it is justified but I know 
that some of the ^zitish buffs are put out over some of what he has written. 

When he was part of the crew working on the BBC special the others were here. They 
were anxious for him to come here because they were apprehensive over socle of his views 
that to them were extreme or wild or in some manner irresponsible. 

He lias been in this country for quite some time. I do not recll his getting my books 
at least for a long time. Tuey hold what he cannot get elsewhere, so I wondered why he 
did not want that knowledge. I believe that recently he nay have gotten some of them. 

i'll be just as happy if 1 do not here fznam him now. His views are set, as most 
of his book must be. But I will give him a suggestion about the name Moore, without 
telling him that it can/ or does mean what it suggests. That whole area can be pretty 
tricky and I'd prefer not to be involved in anything he may write about it, particularly 
because he did not earlier even ask me about it, knowing something about the amount of 
information I've collected. 

Of, whatever his reasons are for staying away from me. I'm content with them and 
am grateful for having the time he’d have taken to have put to other uses. 

I've come accross another reference or two to your PQIA requests and have flagged 
them for copying when Lil is back and can get to copying.. .. Lifton again: frankly, if he has 
a publisher and a longer book than the publisher wants I can't help but wonder why he has to 
keep adding - if he has any confidence in what he has already written, e does have to cut. 

I have felt for years that he would feel his life is over once he publishes, -“est wishes. 




4/28/78 



Dave Lifton 
140 Beach 135 St. 

Rockaway Beach, H.Y. 1 1694 



Dear Dave, 



I don t know why you phoned last night at the time I told you not to and then not 
for the first tine. I keep hours of my chasing, I'm getting old, I'm unwell and the best 
1 can say for your calling at a time you had every reason to believe I would be abed, as 
I was, is that it was thoughtless and inconsiderate. 

, f ith what foliowsd attributing ulterior purpose, a typical Lifton con, is not unreasonable. 
* diSn ^ iaiow ^ had to attribute to ms what I did not say ox’ why you had to try a 
heavy=handed way of confirming that I' vs. gotten H.O. files, again typically by inf la ting 
their volume. If you'd merely asked me I'd have told you. *t is not a secret. Others have 
been hex’s and seen them and some have copies from them. 

J?his is to tell you that I want no more of ^.t. I'd be just as happy if you never phone 
again. Over the years I can’t think of a good piece of information I got from you or any 
help of any kind. Much evil I can recall, none with any possible constructive purpose or 
even hope of one. Just plain evil* 

You have every right to be the kind of person you are and I have every right to 
want none of it, particularly given your past record and your more recent failure to 
respond when based on some records I received I asked you for a statement of your old 
Ihomley adventure. 



hhen you asked aa to take some pictures for you with my duplicate of i:.e 2alrudar 
camera I told you I'd not take the time but I'd get someone else to do it if you paid for 
their time. Ihis morning I nave. second thoughts, but do not preclude you:? taking whatever 
pictures you may want to take. Only under different conditions . 

It required an awful lot of time and effort for me to find and buy that came ra. I 
know of now reason why you should be the beneficial, particularly when I recall your 
undiluted evil with the Hew York Times and your typically wrong-headed assumptions. 

You hurt me and us much by that because until than there had been a change I* had brought 
about in the Times news attitude to solid work. You made it appear that all work was 
like papiei'-siaehs tree and ■hcpwii <0 Moot tunnels in Donley Flams, ell unknown and unseen. 

Since then I have learned that Barrett was a photo expeft of the DFO and was sent to 
Zaoruder for the exact purposes I read into his inaccurate report. The reasons for the 
inaccuracy I leave to you and Barrett. The .reasons for your evil I leave to you, ht when 
reproduced his report in facsimile, as did your criticism under any circumstances 
were unjustified and in context were evil, a deliberate effort to harm from which no 
good could possibly hove come. 



When I did that wilting the actual Sapruder camera was net svs&lab&l. It is the work 
I did that made it available. You knew this out it did not discourage your evil intent. 

How you want to be the beneficiary of all the time and cost I have invested in the 
civtera I ultimately got. AM you offered to supply the film only initially. 



■Sor the first time in my life Jj^now have help and will have it as long as I can pay 
for it. This will not be long because the relatovely small unexpected income I've had will 
soon be exhausted. - 1 ve been using this help to get my files in order for ultimate archival 
deposit, with a small amount_of the time used in getting records for me because I am unable 
to ha ole stairs very well. I don t know why I should give any of this time to you. You have 
never been willing to do anything^for me, have never let me know, for example, wgat of value 
boa learned when you tricked Liebeler and got access to what he bad himself stolen from 
the Commission. When I asked you to do some research in the excellent library available to 




you and with the college training you had that I did noth have for the spectro litigation, 
after my writing on the subject was h? 25 passed and it could have done me no personal good, 
you refused. But when I broke some records loose you snaffled copies on the cheap and 
were off and running off at the mouth to get personal attention to yourself over it,, A gain 
typically, your statements were not accurate, but you got the attention you crave, having 
sore than a decade of no real accomplishment to live with. 

Bq why should I want to do anything for you? Or where do you got the- gall, given your 

past record only partly indicated above (mors of the evil has come back to me over tie 
years), to ask any favor of me, particularly now when have less time and am unwell? 

fou are the same self -seek, ego— centric and irresponsible person you have always been. 

But you can have the o-snora fer ?. while. I have no personal need for it. &y need 

for it had fussed by the time the storel had commissioned to buy it for me had located 
and bought it. -%■ them I hod examined the real Zap at the archive.?! and had no further 
need for examination and ay writing about the photographers had passed, as you also know. 

All I plan to do with the camera now is deposit it at the iJnav. hisc. with my papers. 

So you can buy it, for any reasonable period of rime you may wont to use it, and 
then you give it to this archive. 

As I remember it after all these years it cost me as much or more as the camera cost 
new. Aside from all the time and trouble SI 75, Moisey now is worth much less and the camera 
is even more impossible to obtain, so it has a scarcity value added. I forget the other 
costs to my wife and me, like what we had to go without to pay for it. 

<• Ion# 

o, give me a reasonable and not log period of time you will want to use the camera, 
written assurances of this and the fact that you will then deposit it in good condition 
with Nr. Wrone, and for $350 plus about 110 for packaging, shipping and insurance and 
you can have the camera for a reasonable length of time and do your own picture-taking 
with it. 

And I'll have the revenue to pay the student who is helping me get my files in 
bettor shape for the ultimate giving away of them to everyone else. 

However, I have two precondition, which will represent no cash cost to you. 

One is that you., .provide an explanation, whether it be true or false a detail 
explanation of ycur hoinley adventuring, as 1 asked recently. I will not argue with it 

or evem respond to it. I want if for archival deposit only, for your explanation of that 

deliberate effort to harm me and the work “ was doing, especially when - was looking into 
Oswald’s career in lew Orleans. 

The other is that so their files will have it on deposit and the rotten business 
over the b&rrett report and its Intended defamation of me will not be unquestioned, 
you retract what you sent the i irses on this. There is no chance they will write about it. 
But I don t want them to look me up in their files and find that slef— indulgence of 

yours to Be what they retrieve. Say whatever you want, send me a copy, and that is all. 

lid completely forgotten about having the camera. It is wrapped and put away in the 
basement. 1 haveaH looked at if gor a decade. is in perfect condition, not a scratch 
on it and as 1 recall with the case in similar excellent condition. 

Now that you've reminded me of having the camera and whan 1 expect Sr. Krone to be 
here this summer, if you do not accept what I regard as a fair and unselfish offer, for 
having made real sacrifices to get the camera I'll be using the revenue from it for others, 
not for my own personal needs. I’ll give it to him when he is here. But I will attach 
conditions, so don't go dreaming of another Lift an con. 

Tea way is the con when you character is all that makes a con necessary. Take your 
chep effort to promote yourself with the '“ronson film, which even the AIB people had 




^ trouble ^coopting your bad behavior over it. And ths truth, S3 you should know, is that 
I broke the information loose in one of the law suits neither you nor any of the others 
have over contributed to. X bora and bear all their costa except for Jim Loser' 3 tine, 
when to begin with 1 hud no regular income, was broken and in debt (and went farther 
into debt to carry that load) and now my only regular income is Social Security. You and 
others were the ebenficiaries but not one could think of paying or making a token gesture 
toward paying; any of the court or other cash costs. Eight noe Jim and I are having to 
litigate the official rfifusal to cay the cash costs of the appeal by which * got the 
transcripts that as you know I gavo away immediately and arranged to give away before X 
even saw them, I made the initial distribution. of the Bbonson film reports and when I 
found others who appear to be responsible * have provided other suoh information since 
then. As I could not to the fabricator of papier nache trees and the digger of invisible 
tunnels. 

So under the conditions set forth above you can have the camera. I'll package it 
myself and be sure it is well packaged and I'll insure it for ths maximum, 'if if ycu 
prefer I'll hand deliver’ it to Washington and leave it at a place you may designate 
there if I can do it when make a trip there. 

As X have told you, I carrot invite you here to pick it up, unless you'd accept it 
outside the house, because my wife, with clear recollections of your past behateor and 
aeciaatien to evil, will not lob you sot foot in the house. 

Please excuse the typo3. I must not get to constructive work. 

Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 




